PARIS OCCUPIED

France.   According to the newspapers some are now at
Cannes.

The strength of the army of occupation cannot be
assessed very easily. It has been estimated that in Paris,
in particular, there were three divisions originally, reduced
now to two. To this figure the necessary administrative
and other staffs must be added. When I left Paris the
occupation troops were mainly young recruits, sixteen or
seventeen year olds, finishing their training, or greybeards.
A friend assured me that he had even seen hunchbacks.

The women's military units, as numerous as the regular
army, wear a grey costume which is quite becoming. They
act as secretaries, shorthand-typists and telephonists.
Then there are the nurses, quite as numerous, whose
uniform is neither attractive nor elegant. Lastly, there
are German civilians from across the Rhine who have fled
from British air raids on Berlin, Bremen, and Hamburg.

Many officers have their families with them, and
German workers are engaged in Paris factories. Groups
of the Hitler Youth Movement spend holidays in Paris.

How is it possible to tell at a glance a German woman
from a Frenchwoman? The first buys everything to the
detriment of the second. How many times I have seen
German women on the underground wearing frocks in the
French colours.

No imagination is needed to understand how this
swarming mass, pushing and jostling in the streets,
restaurants, and theatres, provokes Parisians beyond
measure.

Think of London if all who can be seen in uniform,
including women, were German. That will give an idea
of life in Paris to-day.

Such is "occupation."